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Road Traffic Act 1988

Å Driving a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road or other public 

place without due care and attention, or without reasonable 

consideration for other persons.  (s3)

Å A person is to be regarded as driving without due care and attention if 

the way he drives falls below what would be expected of a competent 

and careful driver.  (3ZA2)

Å A person is to be regarded as driving without reasonable 

consideration for other persons if those persons are inconvenienced 

by his driving.  (3ZA4)

Å The Highway Code may be used in evidence in any court proceedings 

under the Traffic Acts  (Introduction, Highway Code)



Why the Award?



Road Danger Reduction Elements:

Å1. Difference in potential lethality of errant cycling and 

errant driving. 

Å2. Close passing implicated in collisions causing cyclist 

KSIs:- dooring; hit from behind; hit from side: 25 - 30% 

KSIs.

Å3. Beyond KSIs: The experience of being close passed is 

taken seriously.

Å3. Experience of intimidation dissuades take-up of 

cycling. 



Police forces starting CPP (or about to)
Å Wiltshire

Å West Yorkshire Police (in partnership with Leeds City Council) confirmed.

Å West Mercia 

Å Warwickshire

Å Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire Road Policing Unit ñinterestedò.

Å Hants and Thames Valley Police joint operations unit (roads policing unit) due.

Å Police Scotland up and running ïpilot in Edinburgh in partnership with Cycling 

Scotlandôs: ñGive everyone cycle spaceò campaign.

Å Kent Policeto implement as part of ñThink Cyclingò campaign

Å Sussex Police and Northumbria Police ï3rd party  reporting being organised

Å Greater Manchester Police 

Å Northern Ireland Police

Å Devon & Cornwall / Dorset /     (Tri-police )

Å The Metropolitan Police Serviceôs Cycle Safety Team- the UK's only permanent 

cycle-borne roads policing team - are working on a new tactic piloted last Friday to be 

introduced this summer (now likely after election because of purdah restrictions).

Å Also Camden MPS started their scheme last year

Å And West Midlands Fire Service will be working with WMTP



ñSpace for cyclistsò campaign

ÅPassing: Highway Code Rules 163, 213

ÅFollowing: Highway Code Rule 126

ÅTurning: Highway Code Rules 182: 179, 180 



How does it fit in?

-



Along with:

Education/Engineering

Informing drivers that cyclists will be out 

there and where they may be.

Part of ideological/cultural change



Including:

ÅThe policing 

we need



The Equal Opportunities 

paradigm

ÅChallenge the background assumptions of 

a car-centric culture.

ÅWhat is ñnormalò?

ÅWhat is acceptable?

ÅWhat should be stigmatized?



ñA symptom of post-modern libertarian 

democracyòéòI canôt believe that cyclists 

are not required to use the Cycle Super 

Highwaysò.





The dominant ideologyé

ÅCycling/cyclists seen as a PROBLEM, 

inherently hazardous (ñdangerousò).

ÅDriving/drivers seen as NORMAL



Hants Roads policing



MPS

Å1. Michael Mason case not sent to CPS.

Å2. Ordered to ride close to kerb to allow 

passing of police car.

Å3. ñDonôt appreciate @metpoliceuk

shouting that I need to wear high vis and 

helmet or Iôll end up in a wheel chair as I 

cycle over Lambeth Brdgéò

https://twitter.com/metpoliceuk


WHILE
NOT: 

: Arresting drivers injuring / killing         

cyclists

: Lack of prosecution of drivers

Mandatory helmets

Hi-viz

ñCyclist awarenessò

Technology

Prosecuting cyclists



Change required:

ÅRoad Danger Reduction: 

ÅThe civilised approach is to reduce 

danger at source, from (ab)use of 

motor vehicles, for the safety of all 

road users as part of sustainable 

transport policy.



éand see
Å To report a road traffic incident (collision): 

https://beta.met.police.uk/report/report-a-road-traffic-incident/

For a summary of the issues: 

Å https://rdrf.org.uk/2017/03/09/what-kind-of-policing-do-we-need/

Å On the correct distance for overtaking and visual aids: 

https://beyondthekerb.org.uk/2017/03/31/flaw-on-the-floor/

Å http://www.cyclinguk.org/campaign/toocloseforcomfort

Å https://metcyclecop.wordpress.com/ Metropolitan Police Service Cycle 

Safety Team. Contact through @MetCycleCops

Å Regular updates on close passing and other relevant policing on 

www.rdrf.org.uk and via chairrdrf@aol.com . Follow on @CHAIRRDRF.

https://beta.met.police.uk/report/report-a-road-traffic-incident/
https://rdrf.org.uk/2017/03/09/what-kind-of-policing-do-we-need/
https://beyondthekerb.org.uk/2017/03/31/flaw-on-the-floor/

